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Mission Statement: “In response to the Christian Gospel, Cook Native American Ministries Foundation equips leaders 
to better serve their churches and communities.”
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WOMEN EMPOWERING WOMEN
During the last week in July, Women Empowering Women for 
Indigenous Nations, WEWIN, held their annual conference at the 
WeKoPa Resort and Convention Center in the Fort McDowell Yavapai 
Nation, Fort McDowell, Arizona, about a 45-minute drive from 
Tempe. The staff and a majority of the CNAMF Board of Directors 
attended and presented during the conference.

WEWIN got its start in 2004 and is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting Native women leaders as they navigate 
issues of importance in Indian Country. They draw upon their 
cultural traditions and values as they work collectively to create 
stronger networks, impact public policy, foster economic growth, 
continue professional development, and offer encouragement 
and support to one another. 

At present, CNAMF has an all-woman staff, and a woman Board Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer. 
Their panel discussion focused on reflections on their professional careers, family, community, 
and tribal obligations and how having a strong spiritual foundation is fundamental in our lives. 
Each panelist shared how having a strong spiritual foundation helped guide and shape their career 
path along with personal, family, and tribal choices. They shared impressions of what it is like to 
serve on a nonprofit Board of Directors and the importance of young Native women aspiring to 
embrace opportunities to serve on Boards. Each of the sessions were well received and conference 
attendees enjoyed listening to our talented and experienced Board. Presenters included: Sandra 
Pattea (Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation) RN, MSN, Rear Admiral, USPHS (Ret.); Sharon Tom (Navajo), 
Technical Writer, Benton Dickinson, Inc.; Theresa Price (Navajo/Hopi), Director, Native American 
Program, Mesa Public Schools, (Ret.); Annette Stewart (Akimel O’odham), Associate Judge, Gila 
River Indian Community, (Ret.). 

CNAMF took part in the conference trade fair with an information 
table that provided CNAMF marketing materials and free 
giveaways to attendees. Other activities during the conference 
included a Bingo/Karaoke night, talking circles, door prizes and 
a fashion show featuring winners of make-over packages from 
WEWIN. 

Each year, this conference strives to empower young women as 
workshops, meetings and activities and special events demonstrate the strength of the sisterhood 
among American Indian/Alaska Native women. It’s an opportunity for Native women who have 
worked and work extensively in all fields to educate others about the history and inherent rights 
that Native nations exercise for the good of our people, promoting honest and dignified tribal 
leadership, instilling a balance between service to community and fulfilling responsibilities to 
loved ones, and serving our communities as role models.  



FROM THE DIRECTORCNAMF FACILITATES BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK DRIVE

From time to time, CNAMF partners with Arizona Community Connections to implement projects of our 
choosing that serve identified needs in Native communities and urban neighborhoods. This summer we elected 
to provide materials for a back to school backpack drive for the K-12 school children on the Flathead Indian 
Reservation in Arlee, Montana. 

On Saturday, August 13, school children from the small rural community of Arlee were treated to a fun event 
at the Generations Church to celebrate a return to in person school classes. 

Through a local partnership between River of Life Church in Missoula, Montana and Generation Church in 
Arlee, more than 185 backpacks were gifted to the students. To complete the day’s festivities, there were 
bouncy houses, carnival style games with fun prizes and a hotdog meal was provided for all to enjoy.  Special 
thanks go out to Generations Church and River of Life Church for a meaningful partnership that supports our 
Native school children. 



FROM THE DIRECTORCNAMF FACILITATES BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK DRIVE
What a busy summer it has been and we are grateful for the opportunities to connect 
churches and communities through our projects and programs.

In July, we worked with congregation members of the Vahki Presbyterian Church in the 
Gila River Indian Community and Papago United Presbyterian Church  in Sells, Tohono 
O’odham Nation, Arizona, to complete Weaving Language, Spirituality and Tradition 
through Poetry and Psalms. Supported with funding from the Arizona Humanities, 
Regents’ Professor of Tohono O’odham Language and Linguistics at the University of 
Arizona, Dr. Ofelia Zepeda led workshop participants through lecture and work time as 
they created a collection of spiritual prose that was compiled into a small publication. 

We ended the month by having the CNAMF Board and staff attend the annual Women Empowering Women 
from Indigenous Nations (WEWIN) conference in Fort McDowell, Arizona. The impressive women who currently 
serve on CNAMF’s Board of Directors presented in both the general sessions and workshop sessions about the 
importance of serving in various areas of philanthropy as well as mentoring young women who are seeking 
advisement in their careers or educational endeavors.

CNAMF partnered with a private school through Arizona Community Connections to conduct a backpack and 
school supply drive for elementary aged students on the Flathead Indian Reservation in Arlee, Montana. As 
well, we were pleased to see the successful completion of the Andy Harvey Indigenous Youth Media Workshop 
at Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff. As a sponsor of this program, we were impressed with the caliber 
of work in broadcast journalism by Native youth from rural reservation areas as well as urban centers, whose 
projects included topics relevant to their communities.

Although the past year and a half have been difficult, we are reminded that we are blessed by His love and 
compassion for He has taken care of us and watched over our families. We remain thankful to those of you 
who contribute to our very worthwhile cause and celebrate your generosity as we serve grassroots churches, 
communities, and families throughout Indian Country. 

Wendy Weston 
Executive Director/CEO

Cook Native American Ministries Foundation

CNAMFS OPEN HOUSE
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Did You Know That You Can Donate To Cook Native American Ministries 
Foundation through an IRA Charitable Rollover?

Using an IRA to make a charitable donation can help lower a tax bill and help a 
worthy cause. If you are 70½ or older, an IRA charitable rollover is a way you can 
help continue the work and vision of CNAMF.

BENEFITS OF AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

    • Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to CNAMF
    • Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
    • Reduce your taxable income 
    • Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts
    • Help further the work and mission of CNAMF

Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to CNAMF.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE GIVING

You can now make your gifts online! At www.
cooknam.org or using your cell phone camera scan 
the QR code below. 

Click on the word “GIVE“ and please encourage 
others to do the same. 

You may allocate your gift to: the Grants Program, 
Scholarship Program, Endowments or Memorials.

QR Code Here 


