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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Greetings to all! CNAMF has had a busy spring and 
summer. Throughout the past few months we have 
joined our local Native congregations in worship 

services, visited tribal communities to share information 
 on our Seed Grant Program and took time to visit, support 

and recognize the efforts of small tribal congregations that 
serve their communities.

We are currently working on a Strategic Plan for the organization that 
will guide our vision over the next five years. Our Board’s Strategic Plan  
Committee includes, Vance Home Gun, Rev. Steven Marsh, chairperson 
Sharon Tom and Rev. Sam Wynn. They bring a wealth of knowledge about 
their respective communities and have been hard at work discussing goals, 
objectives, and time-lines, prioritizing, and assisting as we convene focus 
groups and collect data that will contribute to the completed document. 

We would be honored to have you participate in our strategic plan by  
taking a brief survey so we may gather information about our readership, 
supporters and colleagues. Your answers are completely anonymous and 
will provide ideas to consider as we move forward.

Merely copy this link into your browser and the survey will appear.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YM7JVC7

Thank you for being an active participant in helping to shape the future  
of CNAMF’s programs and services. May our Lord’s blessings continue to 
enrich your lives and communities. 

Wendy Weston 
Executive Director/CEO
Cook Native American Ministries Foundation



CNAMF NEWEST BOARD MEMBER AT UNITY

CNAMF ATTENDS TALMAKS CAMP MEETING

CNAMF’s newest board member Vance Home Gun presented a workshop at United National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) national 
conference in Orlando, Florida, July 4-8, 2019. The workshop, entitled Awakening Spiritual Consciousness, Presence and Purpose, …
Within You is a Powerful Spiritual Presence, provided an overview about how spirituality contributes to our daily decisions and helps 
us navigate a purposeful life. Native youth participants were provided examples of innovative ways to incorporate a solid spiritual 
belief system into their role as a student, mentor, teacher, tribal member or leader. 

Vance was excited to be a part of the conference and said of his experience: “It was an absolute honor to represent Cook  
Native American Ministries Foundation at the 2019 United National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) Conference. UNITY is the  
largest organization is the United States that 
serves and empowers Native American youth 
to go back to their communities and serve their 
people. The workshop I conducted expressed the 
importance of Christianity and American Indian 
culture, how they work hand in hand, and how 
CNAMF helps fulfill this purpose. The workshop 
was well attended and we shared good dialogue. 
I gave my personal testimony on my relationship 
with Christ and how, because of this connection, 
it strengthens my culture, language, and relationships 
with my people. We shared the mission and purpose 
of Cook Native American Ministries Foundation while 
helping Native Youth understand the importance of 
Christianity in their personal lives.“

Vance Home Gun joined the CNAMF board in  
January of 2019 and is a member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes on the Flathead Indian Reservation in Arlee, 
Montana. He is 27 years old and is considered a “youth” advocate on the CNAMF Board.

Vance is a graduate of Rhema Bible College, Rhema School of Student Leadership, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. He has a strong  
passion for the Lord’s teachings and is committed to teaching others about Christ. He participates in outreaches in his community 
that involve leadership and ethics lessons for high school aged youth. Within his Bible based youth ministry Vance instructs and 
reminds young people that Native language and culture must continue while knowing Christ, the Lord. 

CNAMF realizes the importance of a youthful presence in all we do so we sought Vance for the Board as a demonstration of our 
commitment to the youth voice.

We thank Vance for his commitment to CNAMF and for representing us and our mission at UNITY.

In July, CNAMF Board member Annette Stewart traveled with staff member Della Pena to Craigmont, Idaho to attend the Talmaks 
Camp Meeting, an annual gathering of American Indian Presbyterian members, hosted by the Nez Perce tribe of Idaho. In the 
following section, Della and Annette recall the highlights of their participation in this historic event: 

Our first evening services began with a Hymn Service. Following, Pastor Lloyd Commander from Tutuilla Church gave the sermon 
and after, clergy and Commissioned Ruling Elders (CRE) were asked to offer prayers over those who needed blessings. 

Wednesday’s Hymn Service was followed by a sermon led by Reverend Gene Wilson from Achena Presbyterian Church in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. Later, worshipers convened in the kitchen re-acquainting with those we knew as well as those that we had just met.

On Thursday, the camp hosted a potluck dinner for everyone. We filled up the entire camp area and enjoyed generous portions of 
home cooked dishes, breads and desserts.

A highlight of the week’s activities was the Memorial Auction, where family members of those who have gone home to the Lord 
are honored and recognized through an auction of items, all in their memory.  Beautiful Pendleton blankets, star quilts, jewelry and 
houseware goods were auctioned everything was sold. It was inspiring to see children and families working together to host this 
event. Acknowledgement and gifts of appreciation were given to Mapel Stuivenga, the Camp Meeting coordinator. 

On the last night of camp, the last service testimonials were given and hymns in Native languages were sung. Then we were treated 
to a hot dog roast and s’mores around a big bonfire. 



CNAMF ATTENDS TALMAKS CAMP MEETING continued

CNAMF HISTORY CORNER

Sharing history and learning about the individuals who spent their life work serving others is important 
to building positive relationships in our churches and communities. Recently, the Gila River Indian News 
featured an article by Billy Allen that records and acknowledges the work of Charles H. Cook and features 

the service of his colleague Lt. Colonel Dirk Lay. Following are highlights of the story:

“Two Christian missionaries left their marks on the Gila River Indian Community. Although Reverend Cook 
preached in English and O’otham, it took twelve years before he baptized his first convert. Antonio Azul  
(Gila River Indian Community’s last traditional chief) was a regular parishioner, who waited until 1893 to be 
baptized. Church records show Reverend Cook baptized over 1,800 people between 1889 and 1911. 

Forty years of missionary work took its toll on Reverend Cook and word was sent to Presbyterian seminaries 
for someone to go to Arizona and help. Dirk Lay was at Dubuque Seminary in Iowa when he and his wife de-
cided to move to Arizona. Their first attempts at reviving Sunday school didn’t go well as their first meeting 
had only one participant. Lay remained focused on his mission and within ten years Sunday school attendance 
had over 1,600 children across the reservation. 

Lay worked to raise funds to build a church in Sacaton. He traveled with O’otham elders to various parts of 
the country and soon had funds to begin construction on the First Pima Presbyterian Church of Sacaton. Other original churches; 
Blackwater (1881), Gila Crossing (1895), and Vah ki (1897) were also rebuilt. 

In 1912, Lay and BIA employee Herbert Marten began investigating the actions of Indian Agent J.P. Alexander. Marten read  
a letter from Antonio Azul about a failed water pumping project, and noted Alexander’s conflict of interest with land  
speculator, Dr. A. J. Chandler. (Dr. Chandler wanted Congress to build a bridge across the Gila so guests at his San Marcos Hotel 
could drive to the Casa Grande Ruins.) 

When Arizona Congressman Carl Hayden told Lay that the Coolidge Dam bill would probably not be heard, Lay went to  
Washington D. C. to rally support from Congress. Even with the support from the Presbytery of Phoenix, the Synod of  
Arizona, the National Staff, the Committee of One Hundred and the Indian Rights Association, the bill seemed a lost cause with 
only four days left before Congress would adjourn. In a last ditch effort, Lay wrote a letter to President Calvin Coolidge and the 
President signed the bill authorizing the construction of a dam across the Gila River near San Carlos, Arizona. 

Although this meant water for the O’otham/Piipaash, it gave rise to challenges such as the lack of farm equipment, money to pur-
chase seed and preparing the land for irrigation. Lay remained in the Gila River Indian Community for 27 years. 

He then joined the National Guard and served as chaplain for the 158th Infantry, Arizona National Guard and when the Guard was 
mobilized to the Panama Canal Zone, Lt. Colonel Lay deployed along with his Bushmasters. He died while serving in the Canal Zone 
on December 1, 1944. A Christian soldier to the end, an example for all of us. 

Information was taken from An Oasis Remembered by Robert Ramsey; The Pima-Maricopa by Henry F. Dobyns; Peoples of the Mid-
dle Gila by John P. Wilson; Archives of the Coolidge Examiner of December 8, 1944; and A History of the Presbyterian Work among 
the Pima and Papago Indians of Arizona by John M. Hamilton.

The services were very inspirational and everyone was very 
welcoming. This outdoor adventure was even more meaningful 
and being in the midst of God’s presence and creations was  
incredible. Taking in the cool fresh air, the smell of the pine trees 
and the view of the Tipis standing next to the cabins with pride 
and vibrance was a sight to see. 

During our free time, we made the most of our visit by taking 
small trips to Kamiah, Lewiston and the Nez Perce Memorial 
Center. Kamiah is a smaller town about 20 miles from the camp 
and another 20 miles is Lewiston, the bigger town where most 
go for goods and necessities.

I am very blessed and pleased I was able to have this opportunity to attend the camp meeting, to share information about CNAMF, 
to engage in fellowship and workshop with other American Indian worshipers.  

God bless,
Della M. Peña
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Honoring Our Generous Donors
Cook Native American Ministries Foundation 
would like to extend our sincere appreciation  

to all our Friends and supporters.

We value your financial support.

You can now make your gifts online! at 
www.cooknam.org, on Pay Pal, a secured 
cost-effective way to support Cook Native 
American Ministries Foundation.
You may use most credit and/or debit cards 
or write an electronic check from your  
personal account or pledge payments.

You may allocate your gift to: Areas of greatest 
need; Scholarships; Endowments; Memorials; 
or where there is the greatest need.

Click on the word “Donate” and please 
encourge others to do the same.

CNAMF Online Giving!!

SponsorshipsSponsorships
Did you know that Cook Native 
American Ministries offers  
sponsorships to your non-profit 
organization?

The intent of the sponsorship is to  
promote Cook Native American Ministries 
through opportunities and partnerships 
that serve faith-based Native American 
communities, people and other non-profit 
organizations. We feel sponsorship activity 
will help to get our mission out to the  
public through new and different avenues. 
Ultimately we are seeking new donors,  
volunteers, name recognition and spread-
ing the word about our programs and  
events. For more information please  
contact us at 480-968-9354.


